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School District No. 20 (Kootenay-Columbia) 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE MEETING: 
 BEAVER VALLEY October 27, 2008 
FRUITVALE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL                 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER @ 7:00 pm by Mac Gregory 
 
Mac Gregory presented the report 
Jean Borsa presented the data 
Questions were taken from the public 
 
Question 
If student enrolment is going down, conversely that means transportation will go up if you close 
a school. That has to be addressed, the Ministry has to be educated on this cost of transportation 
and somebody has to track it and show it. 
 
Jean Borsa: Our Secretary-Treasurer can look back on what our transportation costs were in 

2003, whenever the schools were closed, compare it year to year to now to give 
the actual costs. Costs include not only transportation, as you’ve pointed out, 
costs include how many special needs kids, how many bus runs, how many staff 
other than classroom teachers, how many EA’s/CCW’s, as well as utility costs. 
We don’t calculate it that minutely. Once we look at the options, then the staff 
and the board will look at both the savings and costs of each option. Your 
question around transportation – we’ll get you the answer and it will be posted on 
the website. 

 
BVMS Closure & Busing Costs Answer 
There were no additional runs added. Bus runs in the Valley were able to be re-aligned to 
accommodate both the Montrose Elementary closure and BVMS closure (same year) without 
adding buses. Prior to all of our school closures any additional busing costs that were to be 
incurred were taken into account. 
 
Question 
I think the idea of sharing the schools is a great idea. Because the primary purpose of the school 
is education, so first off you have to think about how you’re going to allow somebody into your 
school and still follow the School Act. Like how can we bring people into this school during the 
daytime, or are you talking about evening or how is it going to work? 
 
Jean Borsa: The expanded mandate doesn’t limit it to any time so it’s open to us to work it out 

together. That’s the really positive part. 
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Question 
“What’s a large school and what’s a small school?” was asked at the Municipalities meeting. 
 
Jean Borsa: All the studies that talk about large and small schools are mostly from the United 

States. A large school for secondary is 3,000 students and up; all of our 
secondaries are small secondaries. Elementary large school 500 and up; all of ours 
are small elementaries. 

 
Mac Gregory: Thanked everyone and closed the meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT @ 7:54 pm 


